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Hon,., Hazel H. Beckham, Executive Secratg;y .
State Comuission for the Blind |
State Office Building y |
fustin, Texas

Dear ladand

to blind psrsons

ppindon as to whe¥v
nd\ person to have

Thede ia entitled to
o if he has
omption n irom the Goun~
hme i3 required by pro-

by - TOm tha payment of a poll tax-
h a city of 10, 000 1nhab1taﬂts or more,

fery person not subject to the din?
quall ricat.ions set out in Article 29854 o

the Revised Civil Statutes of 19256, who

does not reside in a city of 10 000 inhabi~
tants or more, and who 1s exemp% from the
payment of a poll tax by reason of the fact
that he or she has not yet reached the age
of 21 years on the first day of January pre-
ceding its levy, or who is exempt from the
payment of a poil tax besause he or she was
not a resident of the gtate on the first day
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of January preceding its levy, but who
shall have since bscome eligible to vote
by reason of length of residence or age,
shall, on or before the 31st day of Janu~
ary of the year in which he or she offers
to vote, obtain from the Assessor or Col-
loctor of taxzes for the county of his or
her resicencs, a sertificate of exemption
upon the payment of a poil tax, and no such
parson whc haes falled to refuse to obtain
a certificate of exemption from the payment
of a poll tax shall be allowed Lo vote.™

The caption %o Article 2968a as enaocted DYy
the 44th legislature of the State of Texas, Regular
Bession, reads in part as follows:

* ¥ * ¥ ¥ wapoviding for the fssu~-
ance of a certificate of sxemption with-
out cost to certaln qualifled voters not
gubject to the payment of a poll tax™® ¥ *v,

It is our opinion that voters who are other-
wise qualified, but who are blind and reside in a eity
of 10,000 inhabitants or less, are entitled to vote
without an exemption aertificate. It is our opinion
that Artiocle 2968a only requires an exemption certifi-
cate for persons who are exempt from the payment of a
ycll tax by reason of the faol that he or she has not
reached the age of 21 yeare on the first day of Japu-
ary preceding its levy or who is exempt from the pay~
ment of a poll tax beeause he or she was not a resident
of the 8tate on the first day of January preceding ite
le¥vy, The caption of this bill states thet 188 purposse
is %o provide for an exemption certificate for certain
persons and the body of the bill itself only states
that the two classes above named shhll have an exemp-
tion certifiocate, and it is our opinion that 1t wus the
éntention of the Legislature to only require an exemp-
tion caertificaete for the two classes named and not for

‘blind persons.

- Yours very truly

RECto0b
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